McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church
September 27,2026 10:30am 18t Sunday after Pentecost
26t Sunday in Ordinary Time
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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE

GATHERING TONES — Sound that gathers us, quieting our hearts and turning
our attention from the week behind us to the God who meets us here.

WELCOME (Please sign and share the Friendship Pads)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE WHYs OF WORSHIP - Survey results and today’s worship

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Creating God, we gather in your name to worship you.

We give thanks that there is a small spark of God within us.
Kindle that small spark into a flame of love and service.
Sustaining God, we gather in your name to worship you.

We celebrate the loving presence of God in our life.
May God’s loving presence be a strong influence in our life.

Nurturing God, we gather in your name to worship you.

We rejoice that God teaches us about love and forgiveness.
As we grow in faith, trust and love for God, may our worship,
witness and service bring honor to God’s Holy Name. Amen.

Our Tradition of Singing in worship - congregation and choir.
*HYMN #526 We Are Marching in the Light of God SIYAHAMBA

Vs. 2 We are Praying... Vs. 3 We are Singing...
(Children and Youth invited to play instruments.
Everyone invited to move, march, sway, clap with the music.)
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Meaning of the Christ Candle; Why we light candles.

*LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and PEACE PRAYER CANDLES
As we light the Christ candle, we are invited to come forward and light individual
prayer candles; for those online to light a candle in your own worship space.

Let us join, now, in this practice of body, mind, and spirit.
May our prayers for peace shine through our lives and into the world.
(All are invited to light candles.)

VOLUNTARY — Music that surrounds our prayers, holding and lifting what we
offer to God in silence and in the lighting of candles.

Why do we confess - personally, together?
CALL TO CONFESSION

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts...and
lead me in the way everlasting. (Psaim 139:23-24) Let us offer our prayers to God
in the honesty of our lives, first in a time of silent personal prayer...(silence is
kept)... Now, let us make our Corporate Confession by praying together:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Book of Common Worship Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways to the glory of your holy name.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has
begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. (2 Cor 5:17)

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Where does our Peace come from and why is it important to take time to share
Peace with one another in worship?
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of God be with you! May the peace of God be with us all!

(You are invited to move about, or stay in place, and greet your neighbors with a
handshake or sign of peace.)

CHOIR ANTHEM How Can I Keep from Singing?

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

REFLECTION INTRODUCTION - Discovering the Why's of McKinley in October.

We open ourselves in heart, mind, and spirit to hear God’s voice speaking to
us in scripture and through our reflections.
Listen to the Word that God has Spoken
Listen to the One Who is Close at Hand
Listen to the Voice that Began Creation
Listen Even if You Don’t Understand

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES Psalm 63

10 God, you are my God; [ seek you; my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land

where there is no water.

2So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding your power and glory.

3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.
4So I will bless you as long as 1 live;

[ will lift up my hands and call on your name.

5My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,lal

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips

6 when I think of you on my bed and meditate on you

in the watches of the night,

7for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
8 My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2063%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14845a

REFLECTION TIME - What's Your Why for Worship?

(Journal Page provided) - Invitation to Reflect - on your own with writing,
drawing, or quiet OR in conversation with 1 or 2 people near you.

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Responding to God’s Word with song, Offering, and Prayers - for one another and
the world.

*HYMN #410 If You But Trust in God to Guide You NEUMARK

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES

Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth. Please pass the offering plate
down the pew. When it gets to the end, turn around and give it to the person immediately behind you.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

As the people brought their gifts, King David prayed, “All things come from you,
and of your own have we given you.” We give not to earn God's love, but
because everything we have is already God's gift. With glad and grateful
hearts, let us offer our gifts and our lives. (Inspired by 1 Chronicles 29:14)

OFFERTORY — Music that accompanies our giving and is itself an offering.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of all times and places, may our offerings reflect confidence and
inclusiveness. And may the programs and concerns we undertake build up the
church among us and far beyond us. Amen.

(As we sing the Doxology, we are invited to gather around the Communion Table
for the Prayers of the People.)
*Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God all creatures here below. O praise God! Alleluia!

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts! Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!
O praise God! Alleluia! O praise God! Alleluia! Allelu—ia!
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Meaning of the Circle and versions of The Lord’s Prayer.

To provide a safe space for those worshiping in person, we will mute online
audio as we share our prayers out loud. For those worshiping online, please use
this time of silence to join us in prayer.

A time of silence may be kept after each petition.

Holy One, who came as a child, we pray for your children everywhere.
For those who are hungry, we pray for nourishment....

For those who are fleeing, we pray for safety....

For those who are ill, we pray for your healing. ...

For those who are grieving, we pray for your peace....

For those who are suffering, we pray for your presence....

Holy Three, who patterns community, we pray for communities
everywhere.

For those who are divided, we pray for unity....

For those who are isolated, we pray for connection....

For those who are afraid, we pray for your courage....

For those who are frustrated, we pray for new hope....

We pray especially for those in our own community who suffer this day .

Holy Three-in-One and One-in-Three, bless us in the work of faith, that
we might be

truly faithful. Nourish us in the labor of love, that we might show your
love.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Maori, from the New Zealand Book of Common Prayer)
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven:
May the hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
May the way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope
and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

*Indicates please stand as able, rise in body or spirit



In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.
Amen.

WE CARRY GOD’S WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD

*CHARGE (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Go into the world as people of worship:
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances.
Thanks be to God!

*BENEDICTION (Numbers 6:24-26)

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.

Invitation to be seated for the Postlude or depart quietly as needed.

POSTLUDE — Music that sends us out, carrying the joy and purpose of our
worship into the world God loves.

Assisting in Today’s Service

Liturgist: Naomi Jakobsson

Interim Pastor: Rev. Laura Sherwood

Guest Choir Director: Brandon Young-Eleazar
Organist: Andrew Woodruff

Director of Faith Formation: Sara McHenry
Worship Techs: Lara Hebert and Kathie Spegal
Director of Music: Dr. Alonza Lawrence

How to Contact Church Staff
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Interim Pastor: pastorlaura@mckinleycu.org

All church staff may also be contacted through the McKinley website at
www.mckinleycu.org

How to Give

Online contributions and pledges are accepted at
tithe.ly/give?c=2133263 or by mailing your donations to: McKinley
Presbyterian Church, 410 E. Daniel St., Champaign, IL 61820

CALENDAR
Sunday, Sept. 27th 10:30am Intergeneration Worship
1:00pm Stagg Celebration of Life
4:30pm Fall Family Wednesday
Wed. Sept. 30th 7:00pm McKinley Choir Practice
Friday, Oct. 2nd 5:30pm Artist Alley Reception
Sunday, Oct. 4th 9:30am Intergeneration Bible Study
10:30am Preschool/Elementary Sunday School
10:30am  Sunday Worship
11:45am  Youth Group
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Celebration of Life for Nancy Stagg
We gather to remember Nancy Stagg and a life lived simply, fully and joyfully on

Sunday at 1:00, Nancy lived in full engagement with her beliefs and values. She
read through stacks of books, taking careful notes; played, sang, and enjoyed
music in countless ways; worked for and supported social justice causes; was a
remarkable steward of the earth; and enjoyed family and friends near and far. In
words and music we will celebrate her life and hope you will join us. Reception to
follow in the church basement

Artists' Alley Presents: ACTS OF RADICAL LOVE
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McKinley Foundation, in partnership with UIUC Center for Advanced Study (CAS),
is proud to welcome OLMECA to Artists' Alley September 18-October 16, 2026.
This exhibit, Acts of Radical Love: Inside the Work and Joy of an Artist in Rebellion,
is a living archive of resistance, ancestral knowledge, community, art, and joy—
traced through more than two decades of Olmeca’s work as an artist in rebellion.
Works are presented through a combination of photography, archival material,
visual art, collaborative works, and music. More information on the exhibit and
artists is available on our website. <https://mckinleycu.org/artists-alley/exhibit/>

On Friday, October 2, the McKinley Foundation will host an artist reception at
Artists’ Alley from 5:30 to 7PM. Based in Las Vegas, Olmeca will be on campus
October 1-2 as part of a larger campus conversation sponsored by the UIUC
Center for Civic Education & Justice and CAS.

Pantry Needs

Our pantry at Garden Hills Elementary School meets every 2nd & 4th Tuesday to
distribute food from 4 - 6 pm. We are always looking for new volunteers to pack
boxes from 1 - 3 pm and to distribute them from 3:45 - 6 pm. A signup genius
may be found on the McKinley Church and Foundation website or you can see
Jane Cain or Andrea Miller on Sundays.

Kay Bridgeford, a longtime McKinley member, has moved from Urbana to a new
facility in Gifford, lllinois. If you would like to send her a note, she would surely
appreciate it. Kay will be 102 years old in December at which time we will shower
her with cards, but, in the meantime, these notes will help assure her that she is
being remembered by her McKinley friends. The following is her address:
Catherine (Kay) Bridgeford

Country Health Care and Rehab

2304 County Rd. 3000 N

Gifford, IL 61847

Contact information for the sons of Dan Grayson and Carol Livingstone if you
wish to reach out with condolences on the recent death of Dan. The boys are
receiving mail together at the following address. They have expressed
appreciation for your thoughtfulness.

David and Paul Grayson
2813 Belmont Drive
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Henderson, NV. 89074

McKinley Presbyterian Church is a Community of faith

Offering genuine welcome, .l“l.
Working for reconciliation, and ol O e

Daring to speak words of abundant hope to a world in pain, b n d

For thousands of years, Indi genous people

have wal#ﬁd on t'h S Ianﬁ in (hﬁ h | i

country eir relationship with the an
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT at the center of their lives.

OF COUNTRY FIRST

PEOPLES / We recognize and acknowledge that we
are on the lands of the Peoria, Kaskaskia,
Piankashaw Wea Miami M1scout|n

Odawa Sau‘( Mesquakc ki ckano
Potawatomi , Ojibwe, and Ch asaw
Nations, past, pr esent emerging.

We aregrneful for their stewardship of
this la throughout the ages. These lands
continue to carry the stories of these
Nations and their struggles for survival and
identity.

McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church  217.344.0297
www.mckinleycu.org
Mailing address: 410 E. Daniel St, Champaign, IL 61820
Physical address: 801 S. 5th Street, Champaign
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