
McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church 

January 4, 2026, 10:30am   Epiphany Observed 

 

Arrival of the Kings, Frank Wesley 

GATHERING TONES 
WELCOME  
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP PADS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                   Thom Shuman  

We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?' 

We will find the Babe  

     in the laughter of children, in the wisdom of grandparents. 

We gather asking, 'where will we find the Child of Christmas?' 

We will find the Child 

     where the needy are gifted with hope, where the oppressed are set free. 

We gather wanting to know, 'where will we find the Christ who has come for us?' 

We will find our Hope 

     where fear is overwhelmed by grace, 

     where hatred is overwhelmed by love, 

     where all people are overwhelmed by joy. 

A READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES          Matthew 2:1-12  
Narrator: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the 

East came to Jerusalem, asking,  

Magi 1: "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  

Magi 2: For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage."  



Narrator: When King Herod heard this, Herod was frightened, and all Jerusalem was 
frightened; and calling together all the religious leaders of the people, Herod inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They said, 

Religious Leaders:  In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet Micah: 

Prophet Micah:  And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel. 

HYMN #159             As with Gladness Those of Old               DIX 
As with gladness those of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, true Morning Star, may we evermore your splendor see. 

THE READING CONTINUES… 
Narrator: Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then Herod sent them to Bethlehem, saying,  

Herod: Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage. 

Magi 3: When they had heard Herod the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  

Magi 4: When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.   

(all Magi rejoice)  

Magi 5: On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage.  

Magi 6: Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  

Magi 7: And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road.  

SEARCHING FOR THE MAGI 

CAROL # 151      ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime           UNE JEUNE PUCELLE 

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime, when all the birds had fled,  

that mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead;  

Before their light the stars grew dim, and wondering hunters heard the hymn:  

Jesus Emmanuel; Jesus is born, in excelsis Gloria. 

Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found. 

A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round. 

But as the hunters brave drew nigh the angel song rang loud and high: 

Jesus Emmanuel; Jesus is born, in excelsis Gloria. 

 The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair 

as was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there. 



The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 

Jesus Emmanuel; Jesus is born, in excelsis Gloria. 

O children of the forest free, the angel song is true: 

the holy child of earth and heaven is born today for you. 

Come kneel before the radiant child who brings you beauty, peace, so mild. 

Jesus Emmanuel; Jesus is born, in excelsis Gloria.  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

I invite you to join me in lighting candles of hope for the world. 

May our prayers for peace shine through our lives and into the world. 

All are invited to come forward and light candles representing prayers for peace. 

VOLUNTARY            

PRAYER OF THE DAY           Epiphany        Walter Brueggemann  

On Epiphany day, we are still the people walking. 
We are still people in the dark, and the darkness looms large around us, 
beset as we are by fear, anxiety, brutality, violence, loss — 
a dozen alienations that we cannot manage. 

We are — we could be — people of your light. 
     So we pray for the light of your glorious presence as we wait for your appearing; 
     we pray for the light of your wondrous grace as we exhaust our coping capacity; 
     we pray for your gift of newness that will override our weariness; 
     we pray that we may see and know and hear and trust in your good rule. 

That we may have energy, courage, and freedom  
to enact your rule through the demands of this day. 
We give our day to you and to your rule, with deep joy and high hope. 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
May the peace of God be with you, 
And also with you.      
Please take a moment to greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

A READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES     Matt 2:13-23  
Narrator: Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,  

Angel: Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him. 

Joseph: Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 

remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet, 

Prophet Hosea:  "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 



Herod: When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated. Herod sent 

and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the magi.  

Narrator: Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  

Prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 

weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 

CAROL   (seated)             The Coventry Carol                     16th Century  

 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child. Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

Thou little tiny child. Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

O sisters too, how may we do for to preserve this day 

This poor youngling for whom we sing, “Bye bye, lully, lullay?” 

Herod the king, in his raging, chargèd he hath this day 

His men of might in his own sight all young children to slay. 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child. Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

Thou little tiny child. Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

THE READING CONTINUES… 
Narrator: When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said,  

Angel: Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 

seeking the child's life are dead. 

Narrator: Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But 

when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 

Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 

through the prophets might be fulfilled,  

Prophet: "He will be called a Nazorean." 

A PRAYER FOR REFUGEES   Mark Koenig, Former Director, Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations 

God of the journey,  

We remember that Mary and Joseph had to flee to Egypt,  

  taking Jesus to safety, leaving home behind.  

Remembering, we pray for sisters and brothers around your world  

  who are forced to leave their homes.  

We pray for brothers and sisters who are driven from home by natural disasters.  

We pray for sisters and brothers who are  

  driven from unnatural acts of violence and persecution.  

We pray for brothers and sisters who are driven from home because of inadequate  

  responses to natural events.  

We pray for those who leave their countries and cross borders.  



We pray for those who are internally displaced,  

  finding new places to live within their own country.  

We pray for those who are exposed to freezing cold and searing heat,  

  those who lack food, water, shelter, and other necessities of life,  

  those who are exploited, violated, and abused, and  

  those who mourn the loss of place and all that brings. 

We give thanks for the strength, courage, and grace of our sisters and brothers  

  who are refugees or internally displaced.  

We give thanks for the contributions they make in their new places  

  and for the ways in which they enrich our lives.  

Guide the leaders of the world to find creative ways to respond,  

to extend protection and provide safe haven,  

  to care compassionately and respectfully for the needs of our sisters and brothers,  

  to address the situations and circumstances that force people to leave their homes. 

  to do justice and to seek peace.  

Show us ways that we can support our brothers and sisters whom we encounter.  

Inspire us to engage in the efforts to create a world  

  in which all have a safe place to call home.  

  We pray in the name of the refugee Jesus, Amen. 

REFLECTION           

*HYMN #160 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (Jesus, the Light of the World)         ELDERKIN 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES 
Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth.  
Thank you for helping us pass the offering plates.  

OFFERTORY  

*DOXOLOGY                      tune: DIX 

 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger plain and bare, 

 So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you from whom they spring. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                            enfleshed  

Holy Creator, may the singing-forth of all beings be honored with our offerings.  

Compost with us systems of harm. Tend with us gardens of compassion. 

Practice with us putting flesh on the World to Come, ever-enfolding, here and now. 

Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER    
The recipe for McKinley communion bread is adapted by Julie Birdwell from  "Gluten-Free Artisan Bread in Five Minutes a 
Day",  written by Hertzberg and Francois, and uses a gluten-free sourdough starter. For those who are curious, it contains Sorghum 
Flour, White Rice Flour, Brown Rice Flour, Oat Flour, Teff Flour, Tapioca Flour, Potato Starch, Water, Xantham Gum, Turbinado 
Sugar, Kosher Salt.  The ceremonial loaf is a yeast-free, vegan loaf using gluten-free flour and oat milk.  We are willing to further 
adapt the recipe if any of these ingredients is problematic for any allergy sufferer, just let Julie know.  

 

           In addition to GF bread, McKinley uses only non-alcoholic grape juice in our common service  



INVITATION       

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                 Thom Shuman 
People of Advent: the Lord be with you! And also with you! 
People of Christmas, lift up your hearts. 
We lift our hearts overwhelmed with grace to the One who was born for us. 
People of the Star, offer your songs of joy and thanksgiving to God. 
We will sing our praises to the One 
who has revealed glory and hope in the Babe of Bethlehem. 

In that first moment, you spoke, Radiant God, 
     and the light of creation dispelled the thick darkness of chaos. 
You whispered, and your glory filled the skies. 
You sang, and the dust of the earth was shaped into your image,  

     as you breathed life into us. 
We could have lived in grace and peace with you 
     for as long as the sun endures, for as long as the moon hangs in the night sky. 
But we were tempted by the sweet taste of sin, 
     and overwhelmed with temptation's wealth of cheap gifts and thrills. 
The prophets were sent to tell of your gifts of joy and peace, 
     but we listened to the world's news of success, power, achievement. 
Finally, in that dark time of despair, you sent Jesus, your servant of salvation. 

Therefore, we will join our voices with the wise ones, as well as the foolish, of every time and 
place who forever sing of your grace: 

Holy, holy, holy, God of bright dawns! 
All creation renders tributes of praise to you. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who saves the lives of the needy. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Holy are you, God of redemption, and blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
So, as we remember this birth, as we prepare to journey with Jesus this year, 
we speak of that mystery called faith, which is revealed to us through Christ: 

Christ came, the morning star of love; 
Christ died, the night star of salvation; 
Christ arose, the radiant star of resurrection; 
Christ will come again, the constellation of hope. 

Holy One of stars and sinners,  
 send down your Spirit of hope upon those gathered around this Table, 
 and on the gifts of the bread and the cup, 
 that they might make us your faithful and loving children. 
Feed us with the bread of hope, so when we leave, we will travel another road, 
 to defend the weak, to speak for the voiceless, to assist those cast aside. 
Refresh us with the sweet nectar of grace, so we, overwhelmed with joy, would go forth 
 to enter the houses of the strangers in our midst; 
 to enter the despair of the lonely and forgotten; 



 to enter the hearts of everyone we meet. 

And when eternity's time begins and we are gathered around your Table, 
 with friends and family we loved, with those we ignored and mistreated, 
 with all our sisters and brothers of grace, we will lift our songs of glad joy to you, 
 God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
GATHERING SONG    

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
Oh –star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE STAR WORDS 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   (based on Howard Thurman’s ‘The Work of Christmas”) 

God, we thank you that when the star in the sky is gone, the kings and magi are home, the 
shepherds are back with their flocks, and we are tempted to pack the story away, this very 
Bread and Cup gives us the hope and courage to begin the true work of Christmas. Help us to 
find the lost, heal the broken, feed the hungry, release the prisoner, rebuild the nations, bring 
peace among all, and make a heart-music so that everyone can dance. Amen. 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE       This Little Light of Mine           Spiritual  

*BENEDICTION    Chalking the Doors       Book of Common Worship, PCUSA, adapted 

God of doors and homes, bless our church home this year and every year.  

Bless all who come and go through these doors,  

   both those who are active here and those who visit. 

May all who enter through these doors come in peace and bring joy. 

May all who come to these doors  find welcome and love. 

May the love and joy in this church home overflow 

   and spread into the community and the world.  

And may Jesus the Christ watch over us all. Amen. 

POSTLUDE          

 

Assisting in Today’s Service   
Liturgist, Kathie Spegal 

Pastor, Rev. Heidi Weatherford 
Director of Faith Formation and Church Life, Sara McHenry 

Director of Music, Dr. Alonza Lawrence 

Organist, Andrew Woodruff 

Worship Techs, Kathie Spegal and Lara Hebert 
 

How to Contact Church Staff  
All church staff may be contacted through the McKinley website at www.mckinleycu.org. 
 

 

http://www.mckinleycu.org/


How to Give 

Online contributions and pledges are accepted at tithe.ly/give?c=2133263  or by mailing your 
donations to: McKinley Presbyterian Church, 410 E. Daniel St., Champaign, IL 61820  

 Come Celebrate with Heidi! 

The church is hosting a farewell celebration to honor Heidi’s 24-year ministry with us. Beverages 

and sweet and savory appetizers will be available throughout the evening. Childcare will be provided. You will hear 

more in the future on how you can help with this party.   

When: Saturday, January 17, 2026  4:30 to 8 p.m. 5:00p.m.  
Where: Presby Dining Hall, 2nd floor of the McKinley Foundation  

 

Coming this Week:  

Sun Jan 4   10:30 am Sunday Service 

   11:30 am Youth Group 

Mon Jan 5  11:30 pm Staff Meeting 

Tues Jan 6  11:00 am Buildings and Grounds 

Wed Jan 7  7:00 pm Choir 

Thurs Jan 8 12:00 pm Personnel Committee 

Fri Jan 9   6:00 pm  Student Food and Fellowship  

Sun Jan 11  10:30 am Sunday Worship 

   2:00 pm Session Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church          217.344.0297          WWW.MCKINLEYCU.ORG 

Mailing address: 410 E. Daniel St, Champaign, IL 61820          Physical address: 801 S. 5th Street, Champaign 

 

 

McKinley Presbyterian Church is a Community of faith 

     Offering genuine welcome, 

         Working for reconciliation, and 

             Daring to speak words of abundant hope to a world in pain. 

 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2133263

