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“There is a power that has been since all eternity, and that force and potentiality is green! The Word, is 
living, being, spirit, all verdant greening, all creativity. This Word manifests itself in every creature.” 

Hildegard of Bingen 

GATHERING TONES 

WELCOME  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

 Greening of the Church  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

With what shall we come to God’s house? 

We come bringing branches of pine and fir,  

evergreens for wreaths of welcome, and garlands of joy.  

We come bringing the light of hope and colors of remembrance. 

 

What will these things mean? 

They represent the promises of God, the words of prophets,  

and the blessings of disciples—all brought to life in the one called Jesus. 

https://unsplash.com/@anniespratt?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/collections/9009163/christmas-newsletter?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus  HYFRYDOL 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.  

 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.  

  

GREENING OF THE CHURCH – THE SYMBOLS OF ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

The Colors of Advent 

Paraments, which will cover our communion table during Advent, are something like 
drapes and curtains in a home. The changing colors of the church year points to the 
significance of the season or festival being celebrated. The traditional color for Advent is 
purple, a color that signifies royalty, repentance, and spiritual fulfillment. Some 
traditions use blue, which represents anticipation and promise. 

 

HYMN  #117     Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates    TRURO 
(verses 1-2) 

The Greenery of Advent 

How shall we make this space a reminder of our need for forgiveness and that 

faithfulness and integrity comes from God our maker and redeemer?  

 

A Reading from the Scriptures Hosea, chapter 14: 

“I will heal their waywardness and love them freely,  

for my anger has turned away from them. 

I will be like the dew to my people and they will blossom like a lily. 

Like a cedar of Lebanon I will send down roots; young shoots will grow. 

Their splendor will be like an olive tree, their fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. 

People will dwell again in this shade;  

they will flourish like the grain, they will blossom like the vine …. 

I am like a flourishing juniper; your fruitfulness comes from me.”  

 

PRAYER 

With this fragrant wood, we lift our voices so that our prayers might rise up like 

incense before you, O God. The gift of evergreen cedar is a branch of promise: 

reminder us that your justice will prevail among all people, and that your 

wisdom will guide us to true peace and friendship, here, and in all places.  

 



*CAROL     People Look East            BESANCON 

 

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way.  

 

The Christmas Tree 

God, the Holy One, is a God of comfort and compassion. 

With the Christmas tree, we remember God's everlasting promises to the poor 

and needy. Isaiah spoke of God's making of the wilderness a place of blessing 

where water and plants, even pine trees, would manifest God's loving action to 

save and provide. 

 

A READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES           Isaiah 41: 17-20 

When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, 

and their tongue is parched with thirst, 

I the LORD will answer them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys; 

I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 

I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive; 

I will set in the desert the cypress, the plane and the pine together, 

so that all may see and know, all may consider and understand, 

that the hand of God has done this, the Holy One of Israel has created it.  

  

CAROL   O Christmas Tree (O Tannenbaum) 

 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, How lovely are your branches! 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, How lovely are your branches! 

Not only green in summer’s heat, But also winter’s snow and sleet. 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, How lovely are your branches!  

 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, We learn from all your beauty; 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, We learn from all your beauty. 

Your bright green leaves with festive cheer,  

Give hope and strength throughout the year 

O Christmas Tree, O Christmas tree, We learn from all your beauty.  



Light in the World   

Since Jesus was called “the light of the world” in the New Testament, the lighting of candles has become 

an important part of our Christian worship. As we light these candles we symbolize Emmanuel, God with 
us, whose transforming power heals the world of sin and evil, war and strife, stress and turmoil, 

suffering and despair. Jesus embodies hope and help for those held captive by oppression. His ministry 

guides us to personal peace and joy through the illumination of his message of the love of God. 
 

LIGHTING OF CANDLES FOR PEACE 

I invite you to join me in lighting candles of hope for the world. 
May our prayers for peace shine through our lives and into the world. 

All are invited to come forward and light candles representing prayers for peace. 

You are also welcome to come forward to hang red ribbons for World AIDs Day   
 

*CAROL 140  Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light             ERMUNTRE DICH 

ADVENT: A WANDERING JOURNEY   A Conversation with children of all ages  

 Advent Prayer 

  God, give us eyes to seek and to find you, 

  Give us hands to show and voices to tell, and  

hearts to hold you with us every day. Amen. 

 

Advent Candle Lighting 

Advent is a time of expectation, and this is symbolized by the four-week period of preparation and by 

lighting an Advent candle on each Sunday of the season. The Advent season is not complete until all four 

candles are lighted, with the central Christ candle also burning brightly on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. 
 

The First Advent Candle: Hope           Maren Tirabassi and Howard Thurman 
I light one candle for hope. Hope is like:  

a small lamp, lighting a bedside table with open book, after a long day, 

the glow of heart monitor in ICU, 

a headlamp for a hiker on an unfamiliar trail, or a miner down a shaft, 

a toddler’s paw-patrol nightlight, 

or early-morning oven in a bakery. 
We light one candle so we will remember to notice this week’s ordinary lights of hope. 

For ordinary and available to all is the hope of Advent.  

 

I will light Candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all year long. (Howard Thurman) 

 



SPECIAL MUSIC   Of the Parent’s Love Begotten      DIVINUM MYSTERIUM 
Sung by Alana Smith 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE            May the peace of God be with you.  

May the peace of God be with us all.    

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OUR LIVES 
Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth. Please pass the offering plate down 

the pew. When it gets to the end turn around and give it to the person immediately behind you 

OFFERTORY      Savoir of the Nations, Come      BWV 599 by JS Bach 

*DOXOLOGY    Gloria In Excelsis Deo (Glory to God in the Highest) 
    from Angels We Have Heard on High 

Glo---ria! In Excelsis Deo!  Glo---ria! In Excelsis Deo! 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION             United Church of Canada 

Renewing One, be with us in this time of worship, of prayer, and of dedication.  
Our world is full of heartbreak, loss, and destruction;  
yet, destruction isn’t your full story.  
Because in each place of our world and each place of our living,  
you, too, are there. You journey alongside us,  
bringing new life into this broken and beautiful world.  
May your Spirit of hope be felt and known by all.  
May these gifts be used to proclaim a new way,  
transforming each of our lives and the lives of our neighbors,  
this Advent and always.  
Bless these gifts offered in your name of justice. Amen.  

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Prayer of Intercession from The PCUSA Book Of Common Worship 

To provide a safe space for those worshiping in person, we will mute online audio as we share our prayers 
out loud. For those worshiping online, please use this time of silence to join us in prayer. 
A time of silence may be kept after each petition. 

Holy One, who came as a child, we pray for your children everywhere. 
For those who are hungry, we pray for nourishment. . . . 
For those who are fleeing, we pray for safety. . . . 
For those who are ill, we pray for your healing. . . . 
For those who are grieving, we pray for your peace. . . . 
For those who are suffering, we pray for your presence. . . . 
Holy Three, who patterns community, we pray for communities everywhere. 
For those who are divided, we pray for unity. . . . 
For those who are isolated, we pray for connection. . . . 
For those who are afraid, we pray for your courage. . . . 
For those who are frustrated, we pray for new hope. . . . 
We pray especially for those in our own community who suffer this day . . . 
Holy Three-in-One and One-in-Three, bless us in the work of faith, that we might be 

truly faithful. Nourish us in the labor of love, that we might show your love. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Creator who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE               

Assisting in Today’s Service 

Liturgists, members of McKinley 

Pastor, Rev. Heidi Weatherford 
Director of Faith Formation and Church Life, Sara McHenry 

Director of Music, Dr. Alonza Lawrence 

Organist, Andrew Woodruff 

Worship Techs, Kathie Spegal and Lara Hebert 
 

How to Contact Church Staff 

All church staff may be contacted through the McKinley website at www.mckinleycu.org. 

 
 

How to Give 
Online contributions and pledges are accepted at tithe.ly/give?c=2133263  
or by mailing your donations to: McKinley Presbyterian Church, 410 E. Daniel St., 
Champaign, IL 61820 
 

 

Coming this Week: 

  

Sun Nov 30  10:30 am Sunday Service,   

Mon Dec 1  11:30 pm Staff Meeting 

Tues Dec 2    11:00am Buildings and Grounds 

Wed Dec 3 7:00 pm Choir 
Sat Dec 6   12:00pm  Student Food and Fellowship  

Sun Dec 7  10:30 am Sunday Worship  

    

McKinley Mitten Tree. Sunday, December 14 during worship, the McKinley kids will be collecting your 
donations and placing them under our annual "giving" tree. Children’s mittens and gloves and men's and 

women’s warm socks and gloves are especially in demand this year. Your gifts may be dropped off at the 

main desk in the Foundation any time before December 15 also. Please help us continue this long-

standing tradition and include one of these items on your gift list this year if you are able. 

 

http://www.mckinleycu.org/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=2133263


An Advent Blog. Rev. Connie Bandy and Barbara England invite you be part of our 

annual Spirit on the Prairie Advent blog. Each Sunday through Christmas you will 
receive an email with a link to the blog which includes art, scripture, a reflection, 

prayer, and ways to consider the message through music/poetry/visual art. This 

year we are looking at Advent through the O Antiphons, a series of seven ancient 

Christian prayers used in the weeks leading to Christmas. They address Christ 
with different biblical titles, such as "O Wisdom" and "O Dawn of the East." As old 

as these prayers are, they have a compelling meaning for our modern lives. 

Please contact Barbara to get on the mailing list.  

Save the Date! We will celebrate Pastor Heidi's retirement and her dedicated ministry with us Saturday, 

January 17 from 4:30 to 8:00 p.m. in the Foundation Dining Hall. You won't want to miss this evening of 

food, dancing, and memories, so mark your calendar now! 

 

 

McKinley Presbyterian Church is a community of faith 

Offering genuine welcome,  

Working for reconciliation, and 

Daring to speak words of abundant hope to a world in pain. 

McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church     ❖     217.344.0297     ❖     WWW.MCKINLEYCU.ORG 

Mailing address: 410 E. Daniel St, Champaign, IL 61820     ❖     Physical address: 801 S. 5th Street, Champaign 

mailto:englandba@comcast.net?subject=Advent%202025

