McKinley Memorial Presbyterian Church
November 21, 2021
Reign of Christ Sunday

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 151)
The festival of Christ the King (or Reign of Christ) ends our marking of Ordinary Time
after the Day of Pentecost, and moves us to the threshold of Advent, the season of hope for
Christ’s coming again at the end of time.
As the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, Christ is the center of the universe,
the ruler of all history, the judge of all people. In Christ all things began, and in Christ all things
will be fulfilled. In the end, Christ will triumph over the forces of evil.

PRELUDE

Great is Your Faithfulness

Thomas Chisholm and William Runyan

1. Great is your faithfulness O God, Creator, with you no shadow of turning we
see. You do not change, your compassions they fail not; all of your goodness
forever will be.
[Refrain] Great is your faithfulness! Great is your faithfulness! Morning
by morning new mercies I see, All I have needed your hand has
provided, Great is your faithfulness, God, unto me.
2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, and stars in
their courses above, Join with all nature in manifold witness to your great
faithfulness, mercy and love.
[Refrain]
3. Pardon for sin and a peace so enduring, your own dear presence to cheer
and to guide. Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all
mine, with ten thousand beside.
[Refrain]
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER:

EVERYTHING SPEAKS

Everything speaks.

by Rev. Ashley Johnson Based on 2 Samuel 23: 1-7

Creation speaks. Sunlight, bursting forth over endless rolling hills and through windows
that pay the gift forward by presenting a kaleidoscope of colors, speaks of a brilliant and
intense love.

Silence speaks, and in moments of silent prayer, we feel a familiar and tender embrace.
We can hear God in the silence.
Music, the language of the atmosphere, speaks to and for the parts of us that words cannot.
And people speak. Our people, who come in shades that together create a handsome
symphony of colors, speak.
God speaks through our communities.
The Spirit of the Lord speaks through us.

Inspire our utterances, God,
And help us to receive again the wondrous gift that you have placed before us:
the opportunity to listen. Amen.

ANTHEM For the fruits of All Creation Welsh traditional melody
text: Fred Pratt Green

1. For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God; for the gifts of every nation,
thanks be to God; for the ploughing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we
are sleeping, future needs in earth's safe-keeping, thanks be to God.
2. In the just reward of labour, God's will is done; in the help we give our
neighbour, God's will is done; in our world-wide task of caring for the hungry
and despairing, in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done.
3. For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God; for the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God; for the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still
confound us, most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE

Psalm 93

Trans. Rev. Gary Chamberlain

The Lord reigns, robed in splendor;
Clothe yourself, O Lord, in power!
Truly you have established the world.
Never will it totter.
Your throne has long been firmly placed;
You have existed since time began.
Lord, the rivers call out, the rivers call out with their voices;
The rivers call out with their pounding roar.
You, Lord, so high above, are stronger than crashing waves on the sea,
Than the sound of many waterfalls.
Your instructions are so reliable; your beautiful house is so holy;
You are the Lord to the end of time.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Every morning we turn on the news of the day, Lord Jesus, and we
are greeted by announcements of violence, waring factions, systems of
inequity and neglect, the twisting and warping of justice by those whose

quest for power and greed squelches the cries of sisters and brothers in
need. We witness our own society, like many in your world, now
becoming two-tiered: those who have and control everything, and those
who have not, who struggle and worry. Look deep inside us and inside
your church in all the world, and forgive us for the times we have failed
to live a sacred and holy life.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Lines 41-51 A Brief Statement of Faith
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to
bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of
Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with
Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.
Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE

2 Samuel 23: 1-7

Now these are the last words of David: the oracle of David, son of Jesse, the oracle of the
man whom God exalted, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the favorite of the Strong One of
Israel:
“The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, God’s word is upon my tongue. The God of
Israel has spoken, the Rock of Israel has said to me:
One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of God,
is like the light of morning,
like the sun rising on a cloudless morning,
gleaming from the rain on the grassy land.
Is not my house like this with God?
For God has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure.
Will God not cause to prosper all my help and my desire?
But the godless are all like thorns that are thrown away; for they cannot be picked up
with the hand; to touch them one uses an iron bar or the shaft of a spear. And they are
entirely consumed in fire on the spot.”

REFLECTION
ANTHEM

Awesome and Sacred

Let All Things Now Living ASH GROVE

Rev. DiAnne Hatch
text: Katherine K. Davis

1. Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God the creator triumphantly raise.
Who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, Who still guides us on to the end of
our days. God's banners are o'er us, pure light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth

in the night; till shadows have vanished and darkness is banished as forward we travel
from light into light.
2. By law God enforces, the stars in their courses and sun in its orbit obediently shine; the
hills and the mountains, the rivers and fountains, the depth of the ocean proclaim God
divine. We too should be voicing our love and rejoicing; with glad adoration a song let us
raise till all things now living unite in thanksgiving to God in the highest, hosanna and
praise!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(from Rev. George MacLeod’s prayer modeled on St. Patrick’s hymn)

When MacLeod uses the word “Christ,” he means not just the historical Jesus,
but the actual joining together of heaven and earth, the divine and the human,
spirit and matter, which can be found everywhere and in everyone.
Invisible we see you, Christ above us. With earthly eyes we see above us
clouds or sunshine, grey or bright.
But with the eye of faith, we know you . . . instinct in the sun ray,
speaking in the storm, warming and moving all creation, Christ above us.
Invisible we see you, Christ beneath us. With earthly eyes we see beneath us
stones and dust ad dross. . . .
But with the eye of faith, we know you uphold. In you all things consist
and hang together:
The very atom is light energy, the grass is vibrant, and rocks pulsate.
All is in flux; turn but a stone and an angel moves. Underneath are the
everlasting arms.
Unknowable we know you, Christ beneath us.
Inapprehensible we know you, Christ beside us. With earthly eyes we see men
and women, exuberant or dull, tall or small.
But with the eye of faith, we know you dwell in each. You are imprisoned
in . . . the dope fiend and the drunk, dark in the dungeon, but you are
there.
You are released, resplendent, in the loving mother. . . and in every sacrificial
soul.
Inapprehensible we know you, Christ beside us.

Intangible, we touch you, Christ within us. With earthly eyes we see ourselves,
dust of the dust, earth of the earth.
But with the eye of faith, we know ourselves all girt about of eternal
stuff . . .
Our minds capable of divinity, our bodies groaning, waiting for the revealing,
our souls redeemed, renewed.
Intangible we touch you, Christ within us.
And let us continue in the prayer Jesus taught us to say:
Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

For the fruits of all creation
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Rev. Ashley Johnson is a proud graduate of Spelman College. She is an elementary school
teacher with a Master of Arts in education, and graduated from Boston University’s
School of Theology with a Master of Theological Studies.
Rev. Gary A. Chamberlain served several churches before joining the biblical studies
faculty at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in Iowa, holding an Master of
Divinity from Bangor Theological Seminary and a Ph.D from Boston University. His
translations of the Psalms from the original languages were published for use in the
church by The Upper Room, Nashville, TN.

How to Contact the Church Staff All church staff can be contacted
through the McKinley Website: www.mckinleycu.org.

Coming this Week:
Sunday, November 21
10:30AM—Worship, Rev. DiAnne Hatch, Guest Preacher
Monday, November 22
11:30AM - Staff Meeting
5:45 PM—Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, November 23
4:00 PM—Food Pantry, Garden Hills
Wednesday, November 24 thru Friday, November 26
McKinley Church and Foundation Offices Closed
Please call ahead if you need assistance
Sunday, November 28
10:30AM - Worship, Rev. Nathaniel Brantingham, Guest Preacher
LAST DAY to place your Poinsettia orders
POINSETTIA ORDERS
We will be receiving poinsettias the beginning of December, the order forms are included in this
bulletin. Please return your forms by next Sunday along with any dedications. The
cost this year has gone up to $15 due to supply and demand. We have a limited
supply and would love to make sure that everyone who wants one gets one, so please
get those orders in! Thank you!

SCRIPS GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER

Planning to purchase gift cards for the holidays? Your purchase can benefit McKinley! We have an
annual fundraiser called: Shop With Scrip. Scrip is an online retailer of gift cards with businesses
including Amazon.com, iTunes, Walgreens, Menards, Starbucks, Walmart, Kohl’s, and Applebee’s (and
many more). You could get all your gift shopping done in one place, or plan for future expenses like
groceries or home improvement projects.
McKinley Church gets a percentage of every purchase (the percentage varies depending on the
business). Here is how it works:
Go online to www.ShopWithScrip.com. Register or download the Raise Right mobile app. You will need
our enrollment code, 4737L9EL476LL. There are lots of new options this year with a wide variety of
cards to pick from and new methods for payment and delivery.
Option 1: Order online or using the mobile app and pay by check to McKinley Presbyterian Church.
Orders must be submitted and paid for by December 10. Cards will be delivered and coordinated in a
contactless way.
Option 2: Order online or using the mobile app pay online using a bank check or credit card. Additional
transaction fees will be applied to your payment. Complete order by December 11. Cards will be
delivered and coordinated in a contactless way.
Option 3: Order online or using the mobile app pay online using a bank check or credit card. Additional
transaction fees will be applied to your payment. Purchase direct delivery of your cards for an additional
fee.
If you want to participate, need help with the ordering process, or have questions, please contact
Jeanette Weider at jkweider@yahoo.com or by phone 217-356-4686

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Happy Thanksgiving to all from the staff members at McKinley Foundation, McKinley Church and Presby
Hall! Reminder that our offices will be closed from Wednesday through Friday, please call us ahead of
time with any questions.

THE NUTCRACKER AT KRANNERT CENTER
Two of our McKinley youth, James and Trae Griffiths, will be performing in The Nutcracker at Krannert
in December. They will be in all performances on December 3rd, 4th and 5th, but will have bigger roles
in the night performances. James is the Nutcracker and Trae is Fritz, a rat and Ribbon Candy at these
performances. Tickets go fast so you are encouraged to get yours soon. They can be purchased by going
to the Krannert Center online ticket office. Let's have a good crowd supporting these boys and kick off
your holiday season at the same time. Masks are required at all times at Krannert.
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